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Introduction 

The children’s school age Autism Spectrum Assessment Pathway is managed by Wigan 

Borough Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), and Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh Teaching 

Hospitals, and is overseen by the Neurodevelopmental Pathway Manager. The service is 

delivered across the Wigan Borough and will accept referrals of children and young people 

who are aged from 5 years up to 16 years of age.  

Consent 

Once the child or young person has been referred from the General Practitioner (GP) to the 

Paediatrician, you will expect to be seen in clinic to discuss if an investigation is necessary.  At 

this point, consent will be gained for the process to move forward. Questionnaires will be sent 

out to you and school to assess if there is indication of significant difficulties with social 

communication and if there are traits consistent with Autism Spectrum Condition. These 

questionnaires will be scored and if they are positive, then the Neurodevelopmental Team will 

start to gather information, and referrals will be made to the relevant professionals.  

Information Gathering 

As part of the information gathering process, the school age Autism Spectrum Condition 

Assessment Pathway will need some of the following: 

• School to complete a school information form and send back to the 

Neurodevelopmental Co-ordinator.   

• Referral to Speech and Language Therapy, and assessment or possible Autism 

Diagnostic Observation Schedule (ADOS).  

• Paediatric clinic information.   

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) information  

• If the child has a report from the Educational Psychologist or the Targeted Education 

Support Service (TESS).  

• Parent observations and information  

• Questionnaires – Cambridge / DSM 5 etc from school and home.  

• Occupational therapy reports.  

• And any other reports from relevant professionals.  
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Place Allocation 

Once all the information is gathered by the Neurodevelopmental Co-ordinator, the child will be 

allocated a place on the next available panel. There is a waiting list of approximately  

6 months from referral to panel date. This will give us the time to gather the information, and 

for the assessments to be completed. Panel members consist of at least one of the following, 

who highly specialised in the field of Autism:  

• Paediatrician  

• Social Care 

• Special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

• Educational Psychology 

• Targeted Education Support Service (TESS) 

• Speech and Language 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 

• Education Manager 

• Occupational Therapy  

 

Your child’s case will be presented by a professional who specialises in Autism. The DSM-5 

assessment tool will be completed to see if the child meets criteria for a diagnosis of Autism 

Spectrum Condition, and a multi-agency decision will be made at panel if the child meets the 

profile or not. 

 

The Neurodevelopmental Pathway manager will contact the Parents and Paediatrician after 

the panel to share the outcome.  

Follow up Clinic 

A follow up clinic appointment will be arranged to meet with the family. Training and pack of 

information will be shared, and letter of outcome is issued to the family.   
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Autism Pathway Proposal 

1st Paediatric Appointment with child / young person 

Consent Gathered: 
First clinic appointment with Paediatrician/ Nurse  
Decision to add to pathway for investigation – consent from parents 
gathered in clinic. 
 
Paediatric Secretary to send out consent form and questionnaires to family 
and ask to email/ send back to the Neuro Development Co-Ordinator.   

A letter of acknowledgement that ND team have received the consent and 
what to expect.  
 
Questionnaires are then scored by the Neurodevelopment Co-Ordinator, 
and information is gathered i.e. SLT report, school info etc.   

2nd Paediatric Appointment with child / young person 

Decision to be accepted on pathway 
The Neuro Development Co-Ordinator will send the completed score 
breakdown sheet and info to Paediatrician for analysis, and to asks how 
they would like the ND team to proceed with the investigation.   

NO YES 

The child continues the pathway for 
investigation, an acknowledgment letter, 
and leaflet describing the pathway, Neuro 
Development Co-Ordinator seeks further 
information (SALT, OTs, etc.) 
 
The Paediatrician will refer to the relevant 
professionals for further assessment. The 
Neuro Development Co-Ordinator will 
receive all copies of assessments/ 
reports. 

Evidence is compiled and child is added 
to the next available panel meeting. 

3rd Paediatric Appointment with child / young person 

Neurodevelopmental Pathway Manager 
will share outcome of panel with the 
family and the Paediatrician. Letter sent 
to Paediatrician with outcome of panel, so 
follow up appointment can be arranged at 
diagnostic clinic.  
 
Training and pack of information shared 
with letter of diagnosis for parent. 

A follow up appointment is made with the 
paediatrician, either face to face or 
Telephone consultation. 
                                        
Patient can be discharged from the 
pathway, or further investigations can be 
made. 

Clinic letter sent to family with decision 
and next steps. 
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Please use this space to write notes or reminders. 
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Comments, Compliments or Complaints 

The Patient Relations/Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) Department provides 
confidential on the spot advice, information and support to patients, relatives, friends, and 
carers. 
 

Contact Us 

Tel: 01942 822376 (Monday to Friday 9am until 4pm) 
 
The Patient Relations/PALS Manager 
Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
Royal Albert Edward Infirmary 
Wigan Lane 
Wigan  
WN1 2NN 
 
 

Ask 3 Questions    

Become more involved in decisions about your healthcare.  You may be 
asked to make choices about your treatment.  To begin with, try to make 
sure you get the answers to three key questions: 

1. What are my options?  

2. What are the positives and negatives of each option for me? 

3. How do I get support to help me make a decision that is right for me?   

 

How We Use Your Information 

For details on how we collect, use, and store the information we hold about you, please see 

patient information leaflet, Ref. Corp 006 How we use your information, this can be found on 

the Patient Information Leaflets page on the Trust website, see details on the front cover. 

 

This leaflet is also available in audio, large print, Braille, and other languages upon request.  

For more information, please ask in the department/ward. 
 

 

© Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 
All rights reserved. Not to be reproduced in whole or in part without the permission of the 
copyright owner. 

 

Call 111 first when it’s less urgent than 999. 
 

 
 
 

Phone: 0808 802 1212  
Text: 81212 
www.veteransgateway.org.uk 
  
 


