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Dear
INFORMATION REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000
We are now pleased to respond to your request for information under the FOI Act.
You asked:

NHS Improvement wrote to the chief executives of all non-specialist acute trusts in England on or around 7th
September 2017 in relation to their proposal for pathology hubs and spokes, which divided English NHS hospitals
into 29 groups. Chief executives were required to reply by September 30th 2017, either agreeing to commit
resources to forming a pathology hub and spoke with the other trusts defined for them by NHS improvement, or to
submit an alternative proposal. In relation to this, please answer the following questions:
a. Has the chief executive of your trust written to confirm their acceptance of the proposal from NHS Improvement
b. If the answer to a) is ‘no’, do they plan to and if so by when?
c. If the answer to a) is ‘no’, has the trust submitted an alternative proposal
d. Are the trust considering (either in alignment with the NHS Improvement proposal, or as an alternative) any
solutions which would involve partnerships with or outsourcing (we are excluding the sending of low volume
specialist tests to these companies from the definition of outsourcing) to private sector laboratory companies
(defined as companies which manage laboratories such as TDL, Sonic, HSL, synlab, Labco, Viapath, and not
companies which provide equipment such as Siemens, Abbott laboratories, or Roche)
e. Have the trust, either individually, or collectively with the other trusts in its group, ruled out any form of
partnership or outsourcing the management of their laboratories as defined above, for the foreseeable future.
“We have confirmed to NHS Improvement that we agree with their proposals on a hub and spoke model for
pathology services and that we are willing to work with other trusts to deliver this. There is already a programme of
work in place through the devolved Greater Manchester Health and Care Partnership to consider how we transform
pathology services across the conurbation in which we are actively engaged. Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh NHS

Foundation Trust already share a pathology service with our neighbours Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust in the
form of a joint venture, so we currently operate as part of shared service in line with NHSI proposals.”

I trust that this information is helpful to you, however if you are not entirely satisfied with this response please do
not hesitate to contact the Information Governance Department on 01257 488271. If we do not hear from you
within 28 days we will assume that we have been able to accommodate your request under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Foster
Chief Executive

PLEASE NOTE:
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. You
are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-commercial research you are doing and for the
purposes of news reporting. Any other reuse, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of
the copyright holder. You must ensure you gain their permission before reproducing any third party information.

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a complaint or
request a review of our decision, you should write to: Information Governance Department, Wrightington, Wigan
and Leigh NHS Foundation Trust, Wrightington Hospital, Hall Lane, Appley Bridge, Wigan, WN6 9EP
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner
for a decision. Generally the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure at:
The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF

